
My name is Ava McIvor, and I grew up on my family farm southeast of Davidson, 
Saskatchewan. My love for agriculture is a result of being raised on my family-owned and 
operated cattle farm. I am the oldest daughter and little did I know when I was younger, that this 
would come with responsibilities. It started with simple tasks such as opening the gate for Dad or 
being given the “job” of doing headcounts as our cattle moved through the chute. However, as 
I’ve grown older, these responsibilities have grown to include vaccinating, operating equipment, 
managing pastures, and much more. I will forever be grateful for the opportunities and lessons 
that I’ve had growing up on our farm. I have come to appreciate the hard work and dedication it 
takes to wake up every morning and put in a good day’s work. One of the aspects of our 
operation I have come to value the most is the importance of sustainable practices. Rotational 
grazing methods allow for plant recovery throughout the growing season, enhancing root 
development, promoting organic matter decomposition, and enhancing soil health in our 
pastures. Crop residues can be utilized as feed to provide nutrition during times of limited 
pasture growth. Selecting breeds that match the needs and resources of our operation allows for 
our cattle to be better adapted to their living conditions and reduces the need for external inputs 
such as supplemental feed, medications, and more. These are just a few ways that we do our part 
to apply sustainable practices to our operation. I recognize that the agriculture industry presents 
numerous challenges; however, with these challenges comes the opportunity to advance my 
knowledge and understanding of agriculture and its role in a sustainable future.  

My passion for agriculture has led me to pursue a Bachelor of Science degree at the University 
of Saskatchewan College of Agriculture and Bioresources this fall. The agriculture industry is 
constantly evolving and changing, and I could not be more excited to be part of the change that 
will advance the industry through hard work and research. The complexity of crop and cattle 
genetics has always been intriguing to me. I have written multiple papers and reports on topics 
related to genetics and technology for school and every time I do, there’s always something new 
and interesting to learn. Rapid advancements in agricultural technology continue to spark my 
curiosity and I know that this curiosity will only grow moving forwards. After completing my 
degree, I hope to do research that will contribute to increased crop yields, resistance to diseases, 
and genetic diversity.  

My vision for the future of agriculture is one that is sustainable, innovative, and a source of 
economic growth. I recognize that producers and ranchers will face many challenges in the 
future due to the high demand for produce worldwide. However, I believe that the agriculture 
industry has come a long way and will continue to grow rapidly and that it is up to us, the next 
generation, to meet these needs. That is why it is vital to implement sustainable practices to 
protect the valuable resources that we depend upon, create innovative new solutions to optimize 
yields and productivity, and build an economy where producers can maximize their profits. I will 
forever be grateful for all that the agriculture industry has taught me and hope to be part of this 
change through research and development in the field of genetics and biotechnology to do my 
part in advancing the future of the agricultural industry.  


