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“I am Passionate about” Ag Scholarship

My name is Mary Lee McNeil. My family and I run a commercial cow-calf yearling operation
west of Alameda, Saskatchewan. Growing up working on our ranch has inspired me to pursue a
career in the agriculture field. I will be attending the University of Saskatchewan in the fall. I
plan to work towards achieving a Bachelor of Science degree in animal science and a minor

in soil science. My ultimate goal is to become a veterinarian. On our operation, we strive to
ensure animal welfare and implement regenerative methods to produce profitable beef cattle. By
fulfilling our goals, our beef operation will remain prosperous for future generations. We are
members of the Southeast Holistic Management group that focuses on using regenerative and
sustainable methods to reduce our carbon footprint. Since 2011, we have had carbon
sequestration and water infiltration tests done at various times on our pasture.

Becoming a member of our holistic management group has also piqued my interest in carbon
sequestration. My passion and interest in carbon sequestration motivated me to complete my
high school science fair project on the link between carbon sequestration and environmental
sustainability. My project goal was to educate the public regarding the reality of the global
warming crisis. The agriculture industry is continually blamed by the media for greenhouse gas
emissions, but in reality, agriculture practices account for 30% of our annual greenhouse gas
emissions. When compared to all other industries, agriculture is the only industry necessary for
human existence. Teaching consumers about the ways producers are already being sustainable
will help resolve the many misconceptions surrounding the agriculture industry. I am determined
to change the public’s perception of the agriculture industry by raising awareness about the
sustainable methods used to produce the food people consume.

We normally hear the word ‘sustainability’ preached in the agriculture industry. However,
‘regenerative’ is a term known and used by few. The agriculture industry has emphasized the
wrong term for far too long. Rather than merely focusing on becoming ‘sustainable’, we as
producers need to start implementing regenerative methods into our operations. Regenerative
practices are the future of the agriculture industry. For producers to meet the ever-increasing
demands of the growing population, we need to start focusing on giving back to the land.
Repairing the land through regenerative methods will allow the land we own to become more
profitable and productive.

The key to solving the global warming crisis lies within our ability to sequester carbon,

which can only be achieved through regenerative agriculture. We as landowners all have the
ability and the opportunity to sequester carbon. I plan to educate producers about the ways they
can implement regenerative methods into their operations. Promoting groundcover to farmers
and ranchers using cover crops, no-till practices, and rotational grazing methods will all enhance
carbon sequestration. Showcasing what sustainable farming and ranching look like through field
days and grazing tours allows producers to share their wealth of knowledge with each other. My
vision for the future of agriculture in Saskatchewan is to focus on storing vast amounts

of carbon, rather than just becoming carbon neutral.



